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resolution (H. Res. 515) of inquiry re-
questing the President of the United
States to provide to the House of Rep-
resentatives certain documents in his
possession relating to the anticipated
effects of climate change on the coast-
al regions of the United States, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———

MEDICARE

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, this
year marks the 40th year of Medicare.
Two years ago, the 108th Congress
passed significant legislation that
filled in a missing link in Medicare.
That missing link was the missing part
of prescription drugs.

Significant changes in the Medicare
program are going to result in more
services, more coverage, and more re-
sponsiveness from a program that,
quite frankly, no longer lived up to
what it needed to do, which is taking
care of our seniors in a timely fashion,
allowing them access to prescription
drugs on a timely basis.

Mr. Speaker, a lot of people are com-
plaining that there are too many plans
and it is too complex. Two years ago
we heard the opposite, that not enough
plans would show up, and that it would
be a default position that would only
be offered to Medicare beneficiaries.

The situation is complex because
health care is complex, but these are
important decisions. I urge people over
this holiday season coming up to sit
down with their mothers and fathers,
to sit down with the Medicare bene-
ficiaries in their families and help
them work through this process. I
think we will find this to everyone’s
betterment.

———

PERMISSION TO FILE CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3058,
TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY,
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, THE JUDICIARY, THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that the man-
agers on the part of the House have
until midnight, November 15, 2005, to
file the conference report to accom-
pany H.R. 3058.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

————

ED ROYBAL

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
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honor the life of Ed Roybal, a member
of this House of Representatives, and
also to honor the work that his daugh-
ter, my colleague, LUCILLE ROYBAL-AL-
LARD, does in this House.

Ed Roybal for many of us was a path-
maker. He was the first Mexican Amer-
ican on the City of Los Angeles City
Council, and he was the first Mexican
American from California to this House
of Representatives. He is probably best
known for his work in civil rights and
his work on behalf of all people in Cali-
fornia. Tonight, we honor him. We
honor him, because for many of us he
was an inspiration, an inspiration that
told us that we could be a politician,
that we could be a legislator, that we
could be a leader from our community.

I hope that this House will remember
the great work of that appropriator, Ed
Roybal.

—————

ED ROYBAL

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I too wish
to associate my words with our col-
leagues from California and honor the
great legend, Congressman Ed Roybal.
I had the privilege of knowing of his
work. I worked with his daughter also
when she was a member of the assem-
bly. Ed Roybal in the tradition of His-
panic politics really led the way for so
many of us by creating an activism and
participation that cannot be compared
anywhere.

He started NALEO, National Associa-
tion of Latino Elected Officials, and
also was very much an advocate on
health care. One of his major com-
prehensive health care centers is in
East Los Angeles, and it stands there
as a tribute to the work that he did
tirelessly for the people in poverty, for
the elderly, for seniors and helped es-
tablish the school of gerontology at
USC and UCLA.

He has been a wonderful individual
role model for many of us, fighting dis-
crimination. He fought against Dodger
Stadium in East L.A. in Chavez Ravine
when developers wanted to displace
low-income Mexican Americans back
in that era.

He is someone who will be strongly
remembered by many of us. I know
that his daughter serves very proudly
representing his district, and I know
that legacy will continue on. He is
someone who fought for immigrants
when it was not popular, was someone
who fought for civil rights, for edu-
cation and for equal treatment and
also for AIDS education and awareness.

He was truly a pioneer and someone
to this very day whose very history can
be repeated here through, I think, the
leadership of his daughter as well as
other members of the Hispanic Caucus,
which he was the first individual to
start. He served as our Chair for that
congressional caucus that now has
been in operation, I would say, for
more than 20 years, if not more.

November 15, 2005

Mr. Speaker, with that, I would just
pay tribute to the Roybal family and
also to their daughter who serves with
us here.

——
O 1930
ED ROYBAL

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to add my voice of homage and
respect that we all have for Congress-
man Ed Roybal.

Our entire Nation, and Latinos in
particular, owe Congressman Roybal a
huge debt of gratitude. We can mani-
fest our gratitude by holding true to
the integrity, the values, the fairness
that Congressman Roybal represented
in this Chamber.

We can also repay Congressman Roy-
bal by insisting that all Americans
have an equal voice and demanding
truth as a guiding principle in our gov-
ernment.

I would not be here to celebrate the
life of Ed Roybal if he had not blazed a
path to which all of us aspire to follow
in our political lives. Indeed, Congress-
man Roybal’s shoes cannot be filled,
but we can all stay on the path.

My sincere respect and pesame to the
Roybal family and my thanks to Con-
gressman Roybal for sharing the possi-
bilities and raising our expectations.
Congressman Roybal established our
Hispanic Caucus as a founder; NALEO,
an organization that represents Latino
elected officials; but more importantly
he broke the stereotypes about
Latinos’ place in our Nation and in our
political life, that we no longer are just
observers in this process but empow-
ered participants. And for that all
Americans should be grateful. We
should honor and celebrate a life well-
served, a life well-dedicated and a life
well-spent.

———
U.S. DOES NOT CONDONE TORTURE

(Mr. HUNTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, around
the world right now American troops
are being disserved by a mistake pro-
mulgated by the American and inter-
national news media to the effect that
American law allows torture. That is
the lie that is being propagated by
electronic and written news media
around the world.

Mr. Speaker, we have the law here. It
is title 18, section 2340A; and I want to
read it. It says, ‘“Whoever outside the
United States commits or attempts to
commit torture shall be fined under
this title or imprisoned not more than
20 years, or both, and if death results
to any person from conduct prohibited
by this subsection, shall be punished by
death or imprisoned for any term of
years or for life.”

That law was signed by then Presi-
dent Bill Clinton on September 13, 1994.
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